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The fourth Paper read was — 

4. Abstracts from Letters from the East African Expedition under Captains 
Speke and Grant to the Secretary. 

The latest intelligence received from Capt. Speke is dated Baga- 
moyo, Oct. 1st, I860. He therein alludes to a previous letter, 
despatched from Zanzibar, which has not reached the Society. 
Very shortly after his arrival at Zanzibar, aided by the zealous co- 
operation of H. B. M. Consul, Colonel Eigby, Capt. Speke succeeded 
in procuring 56 porters, and in despatching them, in advance of 
himself, with beads and cloths, to Kazeh. These men had reached 
TJgogo. His next step was to send to the mainland, to collect 100 
porters for his own caravan. He also secured an escort of 30 free 
labourers armed with muskets. Besides all these, the Sultan of 
Zanzibar presented him with the services of 30 men of his own 
establishment, under orders to accompany him to Egypt. The Bas 
Caiila, or head of the native portion of the expedition, is the same 
Sheikh Said bin Salem with whom Capt. Speke travelled before. 

As to his Cape companions, he states : — " The Hottentot guard 
have shown themselves a very handy, willing set of men after they 
once settled down to work. They now adapt themselves and 
wear into the different stages of vicissitude in this vagabond sort 
of life famously ; and if the climate — the great enemy of these 
regions — only spares them, we shall find them of the greatest 
service. There is nothing they cannot turn their hands to : they 
helped to sew the tent, make their own clothes, cobble their shoes, 
and cook our dinners. They love the gun, and delight in hunting 
for specimens ; but some of them have already had the fever, and 
I cannot but feel anxious on that score." 

The expedition left Zanzibar on the 25th of September, in a cor- 
vette belonging to the Sultan. The men were landed, under orders 
to form a camp four miles from the shore, where Capt. Speke 
expected to join them on the morrow of writing his letter. All the 
instruments, given to the expedition by the Indian Department, are 
described as first-rate in quality and in order. 

" The accounts enclosed will show you to what extent I have 
been obliged to go to reach the point at which I expect to meet 
Consul Petherick by the time appointed. The expenses have been 
nearly doubled by this hurry to meet him, as anybody who has 
travelled in barbarous countries like this, must know that the man 
who pays best gets most ; and I have been obliged to outbid the 
Arab merchants, to succeed in the short space of time which it has 
taken me to get so large a caravan together. I shall now certainly 
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be at my station at the appointed time for descending on Gondokoro, 
and must then come down the Nile the best way I can. My men 
are all inflated with the grand idea of reaching Egypt, and will 
expect a greater remuneration from me than the Government funds 
admit of ; for it must not be conceived that what I have in store 
now, will be sufficient for the expenses of the way without some 
reinforcements from Kazeh ; and to provide for this, I am carrying 
letters of credit of the worthy Suddha Damjee. But at the same 
time that I make this remark, I do not wish the Society to be under 
any apprehensions that I intend to depart from my engagements 
with them, or from the last injunction of the Indian branch of Her 
Majesty's Government, that I should not call upon them for any 
other assistance. I have made my own arrangements. 

" The strength of the caravan is as follows, not including the 
50 porters, and 2 men in charge, that have gone forward to Kazeh : 
— Capt. J. H. Speke, commanding expedition ; Capt. J. A. Grant, 
assistant ; Sheikh Said bin Salem, Eas Cafila ; 1 corporal and 9 
Hottentot soldiers armed with rifles ; 3 private servants armed 
with rifles ; 6 slaves of Eas Cafila, all armed with rifles ; 30 free 
labourers, ditto; 34 Sultan's porters; 115 Paganees — total, 192; 
11 mules; 5 donkeys. In addition to these, his Highness the 
Sultan of Zanzibar has ordered a guard of honour, consisting of 
25 Belooches, to escort us as far as Kidunda. 

" We are now off to Bomani, and will send our next report from 
Kidunda, in the hands of the escort." 

Government House, Cape Town, 14th July, 1860. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report, for the information of the Pre- 
sident and Council of the Eoyal Geographical Society, that the 
Central African Expedition, under my command, arrived here, in 
H. M. S. Forte, on the evening of the 4th ult., all safe and well ; 
that the Admiral of the station has placed H. M. S. Brisk at my dis- 
posal for proceeding, as soon as the vessel can be got ready, direct 
to Zanzibar : this probably will take place on Monday, the 16th 
inst. Further, that his Excellency Sir G. Grey, Governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope colonies, who, from the first time that I became 
acquainted with him, and explained the purport of my intended 
exploration, has ever shown a lively interest towards it, has, since 
my arrival here, obtained for my purposes an escort of Hottentot 
soldiers, his own body-guard, and also a grant of money to enable 
me to purchase twelve mules, as baggage animals for the expe- 
dition. 

The enclosed letters will explain on what grounds, and through 
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what immediate channels, the soldiers and mules have been 
obtained. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 25th 
May, 1860, with its enclosures. 

As there is and will not be any ordinary means of communi- 
cating with Zanzibar by this route, I shall feel obliged by your 
sending all letters or packages via Aden for the future. 

His Excellency Sir George Grey to His Excellency Lieut.-Gen. 
Wynyard, C.B. 
Government House, Cape Town, 9th July, 1860. 
Sir, — An expedition has been sent out, under the command of Capt. 
Speke, of the Bengal Infantry, for the purpose of tracing the river 
Nile from its sources into Egypt. A great part of this route has 
been already travelled, and is now well known ; but there is an 
intermediate space of from 300 to 400 miles inhabited by tribes of 
whose disposition nothing has yet been ascertained. It is, there- 
fore, requisite that the expedition should be accompanied by a few 
daring and resolute men, if possible, natives of Africa. 

Capt. Speke is now at the Cape of Good Hope, on his way to 
Zanzibar, from which place the expedition starts for the interior 
of Africa ; and I am anxious to afford to the Hottentot soldiers of 
the Cape^Corps an opportunity of sharing in the honour of this 
adventurous expedition. By showing courage and good conduct 
on it, they would bring great credit on the corps to which they 
belong ; and it would be for all time a most interesting fact if some 
of the native inhabitants of South Africa, trained in our service, 
aid in the discovery of the sources of the Nile, that great problem 
in North Africa which has for so many centuries baffled all inquiries 
which civilized man has made regarding it. 

I should, therefore, feel much obliged to you if you would allow 
twelve Hottentots from the Cape Corps to volunteer for this service 
if they are willing to do so : none but men of good character and 
of known courage and hardihood should be taken. 

The men employed on this service will draw their full pay, and 
free rations, such as the nature of the country they are in may 
afford, will always be provided for them. A free grant of 25 acres 
of land each in Her'Majesty's possessions in South Africa will also be 
given, on their return, to such of these volunteers as may bring 
with them a certificate from the officer commanding the expedition 
that their conduct, whilst serving on it, has been such as to entitle 
them to this indulgence. I have, &c, 

G. GEEY. 
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Message, No. 28. 

G. Gket, Governor. 

Government House, 9th July, 1860. 

The Governor acquaints the Honourable the House of Assembly that, under 
the instructions of the Royal Geographical Society of London, an Expedition 
has been fitted out, jointly by the British Government and the Government 
of India, with a view of tracing the river Nile from its sources into Egypt, 
and of thus solving this important problem, which has been for so many 
centuries a source of such great perplexity and interest to the civilized world. 

Captain Speke, the commander of the exploring pai-ty, has arrived at Cape 
Town, together with Captain Grant, of the Bengal Army, for the purpose of 
organizing the expedition. The Governor, anxious to identify this colony 
with an enterprise which is deservedly exciting such great interest in Europe, 
has obtained the sanction of the Commander of the Forces to call for Hot- 
tentot soldiers from the Cape Corps, as volunteers, to proceed on this service, 
for which they possess some peculiar qualifications ; and the necessary number 
of men have, with the most creditable alacrity, enrolled themselves as willing 
to accompany the party. 

Since Captain Speke's arrival here it has been thought that the chances of 
the success of the expedition would be very materially increased if mules 
could be secured for it, as a means of transport, instead of trusting to being 
able to hire at Zanzibar men to convey the baggage which must accom- 
pany it. 

The British Government has contributed 2500J. to the expenses of this 
expedition, and the Indian branch of Her Majesty's Government bears charges 
connected with it which will amount to a larger sum ;* but no funds have 
been provided for the purchase of the mules which it is now desired to send, 
and which it is estimated can be provided for about 3Q0Z. 

The Governor, therefore, wishes to know if the Honourable the House of 
Assembly would think fit to make good this amount of 300Z. from the 
revenues of the colony, as the contribution of this Government to the expenses 
of an enterprise in which the Cape of Good Hope has an interest more direct 
than might at first be thought, as it now appears tolerably certain that a vast 
tract of fertile country extends along the high lands of the interior, from the 
confines of this colony to the Equator, which not only affords a field for the 
spread of population, but appears already to promise commercial openings 
from which great advantages may very shortly be derived. 

House in Committee. 

Mr. Stretch in the Chair. 

The Chairman read the Message from His Excellency the Governor, on the 
subject of the Expedition for tracing the sources of the Biver Mile. 

The Colonial Secretary moved : That the Committee recommend the House 
to vote the sum of $001. for the purpose stated in his Excellency the Governor's 
Message No. 28. 

Agreed to. 

The Colonial Secretary moved : That the Chairman report this Resolution 
to the House. 

Agreed to. 



* Among which were presents to the value of 300?. for the Sultan of Zanzibar 
and others, by command of Sir Charles Wood, of the India Hoard. By permission 
of the Admiralty, Captains Speke and Grant were also most kindly allowed passages 
in H.M.S. Forte to the Cape, and thence to Zanzibar in H.M.S. Brisk. 
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a H.M.S. Frigate Forte, Madeira, 9th May, 1860. 

Having observed in the last Journal of the Royal Geographical Society an 
allusion to the course I have given to the Kivira Eiver published in 
' Blackwood's Magazine' (1859), which is opposite to what I had described in 
my original map, made at Kazeh, I have now the honour to send you my 
reasons for the change, that any doubts which may arise in the minds of such 
geographers as may have copied my map in ' Blackwood ' may be dissipated. 

The only man that the expedition met with who had crossed, or even seen, 
the Kivira Eiver, was a slave belonging to Musa, and he was of the Wanyoro 
tribe. Further, 1 was the only person who interrogated the man about the 
river, and the sort of country through which it flowed. 

The slave told me the Kivira Eiver was larger than either the Kitangule or 
Katonga rivers, but, in opposition to them, was very rapid, and flowed through 
hilly instead of fiat ground. Further, he insisted, contrary to my suggestions, 
that it flowed to the north or north-west ; that is, in a direction contrary to 
the generally-acknowledged direction of the lake. 

I could not, at that time, understand how this could possibly be the case, 
but thought the river must have originated in the Mountains of the Moon, 
and that it flowed towards the lake ; I therefore altered it accordingly, in the 
same way as I made the Arabs, in opposition to their first statements, acknow- 
ledge the flow of the Kitangule and Katonga to be. 

The Arabs first said those two rivers flowed from the lake into the moun- 
tains. As I changed one, 1 changed all. 

It may appear arbitrary, changing the directions which natives give to 
rivers, but it cannot always be helped, for they are often unable to explain 
themselves. It therefore requires that a person should be possessed of a 
thorough knowledge of the physical features of the country through which the 
river runs, to determine if the natives' mode of expression be correct about 
the course of its flow. 

Thus, then, I placed the Kivira River on my map, when at Kazeh, as 
though it ran into the lake, knowing nothing at that time about the drop of 
the country to the northward of the lake, and having no books or maps of the 
Upper Nile to guide me, for the expedition was not provided with any works 
relative to the results of the Egyptian expeditions on the Nile. 

The expedition now left Kazeh for Zanzibar. On the way, at Ugogo, an 
Arab merchant, by name Abdullah, coming from the coast, arrived at our 
camp and sold some cloths to me for the expedition. Whilst doing so I 
asked him about the northern country and the Kivira River. He replied that 
he had heard of the liver, but only from native report, when he was in the 
northern countries trading, and his description coincided with that of Musa's 
slave. 

In questioning him about the tribes which inhabit the country beyond the 
Kivira Eiver, he gave me a long list of names, amongst which was the Bari 
people. To this word (Bari) I objected, saying, that as all tribes' names 
began with the prefix " Wa," he ought to have called them Wa Bari. But he 
said no, this was exceptional ; and I therefore entered it on my map at once, 
as given by him ; more, certainly, with a view of keeping it for future refer- 
ence than for any other purpose, as it was given only on the authority of 
slaves to him, which fact he was particular in stating. This man, Abdullah, 
farther told me, on native testimony, a (current) story about navigators, using 
instruments, approaching the farther end of the Nyanza, which, as before (I 
heard of these navigators at Kazeh first), I did not believe to be anything 
more than a traveller's tale. 

Now immediately after I arrived in England, when drawing up a sketch 
of the geography of our journeys to illustrate my map, I consulted Mr. 
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Findlay about it, and he very obligingly furnished me with the various 
accounts of the Egyptian Expedition on the Nile, and showed me how nearly 
my lake came to their position, in 4° 44' North latitude. Next he detected 
the word " Bari " written on the map I had sent home, and this in an instant 
awakened me to the whole truth of the various stories which I had heard. 

There were the navigators, there the hilly ground and rapid river, there the 
Bari people. 



The fifth Paper read was — 

5. Notes on South Africa. By Mr. James Chapman. 

Otjimbinque, 30th Jan. 1860. 

My dear Sir George,— Fearing that some vessel may be leaving 
Walwich Bay before I can reach it, I send this to inform you of the 
failure of my trip to the south bank of the Zambezi, and my return 
from Lake Ngami to the Cape, until such time as I shall be able to 
refit for another expedition. 

I think, if my memory serves me, when last I addressed your 
Excellency our troubles had already commenced. Bad and dis- 
affected servants, a thing almost wholly new to me, made me all 
along doubt the success of my expedition, and give it up on arrival 
at the Lake ; and one of my principal men dying of fever, and 
several others having been laid up with the same malady, would, in 
any case, have prevented my going any farther than the Lake this 
year, which, as your Excellency is aware, was to have been but 
our starting-point. Mr. G. Poison, who accompanied me, left for 
Moselekatze, with the only useful and able white man we had, and 
I have great expectations of receiving information from him that 
will be useful to me in my next attempt. 

Of this short route, now so much travelled, there is nothing new 
or interesting to relate more than what has before been mentioned. 
We have had an uncommonly dry season, and on our way up lost 
about twenty of our cattle, chiefly from want of water ; a few were 
stolen by poor Damaras, three of whom were shot in a most barba- 
rous manner, to our great annoyance, by a party of Namaquas 
whom we had sent in search of our cattle and horses, which had 
been abandoned by our thirsty servants in the middle of the 
desert. 

The want of water has not been confined to one district, but in 
the whole country up to the Lake the fountains have failed ; and if 
the desiccation continues a few years longer at the rate it has done 
during the last four years, I fear we shall only be liable to reach 
Ngami during the rainy season. In going up we had to dig at 



